
The Anglican Consultative Council (ACC-18) 
 
Briefing Notes for Draft Resolutions on Thursday 16 February 2023 
 
Resolution 3 (d):  
 
Principles of Canon Law Common to the Anglican Communion, 2nd Edition  
 
What is this about? 
 
The Legal Advisors’ Network has produced a second edition of its widely praised and 
extensively used 2008 publication, The Principles of Canon Law Common to the Anglican 
Communion (‘The Principles’). This was launched at the 2022 meeting of the Lambeth 
Conference.  
 
What questions does this address?  
 
No single body of law is binding on all the Member Churches of the Anglican Communion: each 
is autonomous and governed according to its own legal system. Nevertheless, studying their 
law shows that there are principles of canon law which are common to the churches of the 
Anglican Communion. These were drawn together in the first edition of The Principles, 
published in 2008. 
 
The Principles have been widely used in Member Churches, ecumenical dialogues, and 
ecclesiastical and secular courts. Their usefulness depend on remaining up-to-date and 
accurate.  
 
Why is it important? 
 
The first edition of The Principles arose from a request from the Primates, who in 2002 
‘recognized that the unwritten law common to the churches of the Communion and expressed 
as shared principles of canon law may be understood to constitute a fifth “instrument of 
unity”,’ and endorsed the production of a draft statement of principles. The ACC in 2002 
endorsed the establishment of the Legal Advisors’ Network to undertake this task (Resolution 
13), and in 2009 commended The Principles for study in every province (Resolution 14.20).  
 
This edition provides a necessary update. The lives of member churches continually evolve, 
including in their legal and constitutional provisions. Legislative changes may add to, or 
subtract from, the store of common principles. Many such changes may lead to the revision or 
even removal of previously formulated principles. The second edition reflects these changes, 
as fully as could be established. No new principles were added, but this could happen in future. 
 
It is proposed that the Legal Advisors’ Network be relaunched, in order to continue its 
monitoring work, and to promote greater familiarity with and expertise in canon law and its 
uses, including through international reading groups as currently sponsored by the 
Ecclesiastical Law Society. The Network could also resource the development of canon law in 
the face of changing contexts, such as experienced during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Network falls under the oversight of the Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Unity, Faith 
and Order. 
 
How does this further the Five Marks of Mission? 
 



The first two Principles state: ‘1. Law exists to assist a church in its mission and witness to 
Jesus Christ’ and ‘2. A church needs within it laws to order, and so facilitate, its public life and 
to regulate its own affairs for the common good.’ Good canon law underpins and supports the 
whole life of the Church, in every area. As the Archbishop of Canterbury states in his 
Foreword, ensuring this work is kept up to date is necessary for ‘a healthy church that seeks 
both the order that canon law brings and the freedom to proclaim the Gospel afresh in each 
generation.’ 
  



Resolution 3 (e):  
 
The Liturgical Formation of All the Baptised 
 
Read the report 
 
What is this about? 
 
Liturgical formation can be described as a fundamental part of Christian formation, which, in 
the Anglican Communion, is formed by Scripture, shaped through worship, ordered for 
communion and directed by God’s mission. Liturgical formation is a growing into the full 
stature of Christ that comes from our participation in the liturgies of the Church.  
 
The report considers the Liturgical Formation of lay people, deacons, presbyters and bishops. 
 
What questions does this address?  
 
How are all the baptized in all the Churches of the Communion to be offered the best 
opportunities for liturgical formation? What are the most important principles for Anglicans to 
understand about liturgical formation, in all expressions of Christian life and service? How 
might liturgical formation be done where a Church has limited training resources?  
    
 
Why is it important? 
 
Liturgical formation is foundational for all Christians in their discipleship. 
 
How does this further the Five Marks of Mission? 
 
‘Growing into the full stature of Christ enables us to participate in God’s mission in the world, 
as summarised for us in the Five Marks of Mission.’ 
  

https://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/493609/The-Liturgical-Formation-of-All-the-Baptised_ACC18_IALC_2301.pdf


Resolution 3 (f):  
 
An Anglican Communion Calendar 
 
Read the report 
 
What is this about?  
 
A request came from the former Secretary General to the International Anglican Liturgical 
Consultation (IALC) to do preliminary work on the possibility of an Anglican Communion 
Calendar. 
 
IALC has produced a Sampler – an illustration – of what such a calendar might look like. 
Accompanying each name on a calendar date is a biographical note. The names in the Sampler 
have been put in by members of IALC purely as an illustration.  
 
If the ACC supports the idea, each member Church could be asked to offer the names of three 
or four people who are already in the official Calendar of that Church and may be little known 
in the wider Communion. The names could be received as gifts by all Anglicans in their worship, 
alongside and supplementing the Calendars they already have, at the discretion of Member 
Churches. It would not be compulsory or imposed. 
 
What questions does this address?  
 
All Anglican Churches have Calendars that mark the seasons of the liturgical year and 
remember the holy men and women whose lives have significantly reflected the light of Christ. 
How can Anglicans express their common worshipping life more deeply? How can we share 
with the wider Communion the gifts we have received from the holy people in our Churches? 
    
Why is it important? 
 
All that we do is grounded in the worship of God, and the unity we have in God is a great and 
holy gift. This unity needs to be cherished, protected and celebrated. An Anglican Communion 
Calendar would complement the well-established Anglican Cycle of Prayer and enrich our 
common life and worship. 
 
  

https://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/493564/An-Anglican-Communion-Calendar_IALC_0123.pdf


Resolution 3 (g):  
 
Virtual Communion and the Covid-19 pandemic 
 
Read the report 
 
A request came to the Secretary General from the Primates’ Meeting for guidance on the 
questions of how our Churches worshipped online during the Covid pandemic, when many 
church buildings were shut for a long time, preventing people from meeting together for 
worship.  
 
Concerns were raised about the practice in some places of clergy presiding at the Eucharist in 
front of a video camera, with people watching online and consuming bread and wine in front of 
a computer screen that displayed the video of the service. There was a concern that such a 
practice did not accord with Anglican belief about the nature of the Eucharist. 
 
What questions does this address?  
 
Various approaches to online worship are evaluated: services of the Word; abstinence from 
the Eucharist; Spiritual Communion; only the president receiving communion; and ‘remote 
consecration’.  
 
Is it possible for Anglicans to participate in the Eucharist online, by eating bread and drinking wine in 
one place, while the president is elsewhere? The answer offered by this paper is that ‘the 
normative setting for the celebration of the Eucharist within a local community is a single 
physical location, with worshippers gathering at the same time.’ Moreover, ‘we do not believe 
the concept of remote consecration to be consistent with Anglican theology and practice, and 
therefore it should not be recommended. Indeed, we would go as far as proposing that it 
should be discouraged.’ 
 
Are other forms of online prayer permissible? Yes, other forms of prayer have proved a valuable 
and effective way of keeping communities together and providing continuity. That said, the 
ideal for all worship is that it be held in one place. 
   
Why is it important? 
 
The Eucharist is essential for our full participation in the life of the Church. One critical aspect 
of the Eucharist is its inherited form, which has been preserved since the earliest centuries of 
the Church.  
 
IASCUFO provides Appendices that collect traditional and more recent ecumenical 
statements about the Eucharist made by Anglicans. 
  

https://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/493612/Virtual-Communion-and-the-Covid-19-Pandemic_220322_IALC.pdf


Resolution 3 (h):  
 
God So Loved the World  
 
What is this about? 
 
God so loved the World contains two study guides published by IASCUFO in 2021. The first, 
Created in the Image of God: The Divine Gift and Call to Humanity, establishes a biblical and 
theological framework for reflection on the nature of the human person. The second study 
guide, God’s Sovereignty and Our Salvation, proposes a classically Christian understanding of 
salvation founded in God’s gift and sovereign freedom.  
 
What questions does it address? 
 
‘Created in the Image of God’ follows a shift in ecumenical dialogues from addressing 
systematic theology to concern with the issues and challenges of our time. They have sought to 
think theologically about living in the world and to take up specific ethical issues. Moreover, 
with considerable scientific and technological innovation in view, all Christians urgently need 
to reflect on a properly theological doctrine of the human person.  IASCUFO hopes that the 
theological anthropology proposed here may provide one such foundation, both for 
subsequent dialogues and for inter-Anglican consideration. 
 
‘God’s Sovereignty and Our Salvation,’ in turn, provides a complementary offering on the 
height, breadth, length, and depth of the one Church, rooted in Scripture and in God’s call, 
which enables our faithful response. 
 
Why is it important? 
 
Within the overarching scriptural teaching that humanity is created in the image and likeness 
of God, the dual themes of ‘gift’ and ‘call’  mark the primacy of God’s action and the need for 
faithful human response. Because the divine image in the human person is marred by sin, both 
corporate and personal, God’s overcoming of the world in his Son calls forth a Christ-shaped 
resistance to all forms of injustice and oppression, not least environmental degradation and 
humiliating poverty. Set within this theological framework, the study guide proposes ways to 
reflect together on God’s call for the healing and reconciliation of humanity. 
 
As presented by Jesus in the parable of the wheat and the tares, repeated by the subsequent 
tradition, the Church is a mixed body and a hospital of sinners, all the members of which are 
called (Matt. 13:24-30; cf. 22:14). God’s electing action is free and uncoerced, and even the 
faithfulness and orthodoxy of the Church are mysterious gifts. Viewed in this way, the call of 
discipleship amounts to a humble following of Jesus and persevering to the end in love of God 
and neighbour, all of which God’s grace enables for our sanctification. 
  



Resolution 3 (i):  
 
Anglican Communion: Unity, Faith and Order, 2008-2022  
 
Read the report 
 
What is this about? 
 
This report presents a comprehensive account of the activities and contributions of the Inter-
Anglican Standing Commission on Unity, Faith and Order (IASCUFO) from its inception in 
2008 to the present day. It describes all the reports produced and all the ecumenical dialogues 
between the Anglican Communion and other world churches. It was prepared for the 
gathering of the Lambeth Conference in 2022 and is now submitted to the ACC as a document 
that may be updated as IASCUFO continues its ministry within the Anglican Communion.  
 
What questions does this address?  
 
This report is a comprehensive summary of the work of IASCUFO in the past 14 years. The 
commission has addressed questions such as the nature of ecumenical relations, a study of the 
instruments of communion, and theological anthropology; and has continued the longstanding 
Anglican commitment to bilateral dialogue with other Christians — currently with Lutheran, 
Orthodox, Methodist, Oriental Orthodox, Pentecostal, Reformed and Roman Catholic 
churches. The report also addresses questions that have arisen from churches with which we 
are in full communion, namely, the Old Catholic Church, the Mar Thoma Church and the Iglesia 
Filipina Independiente. Finally, the report engages multilateral work, as well as networks of 
liturgical and legal advisors.  
 
Why is it important? 
 
IASCUFO is a permanent commission of the Anglican Communion and reports to the ACC. Its 
brief is to advise the instruments of communion and member churches on matters of doctrine, 
ecclesiology, liturgy, canon law and ecumenical relations. IASCUFO forms a vital part of the 
infrastructure of the Anglican Communion, as the primary vehicle for theologians, bishops and 
other advisers to meet and think about theological and ecumenical issues relating to the life of 
the Communion. The commission handles ecclesiological and ecumenical questions together, 
as a response to our Lord’s prayer that his Church should be one (John 17). The present report 
will be continually updated online as a record of the work of the commission. 

https://www.anglicancommunion.org/media/493499/Anglican-Unity-Faith-and-Order-2008-2022_ACC-18_0123.pdf

