
Briefing Notes for Draft Resolutions on Saturday 18 February 2023 
 
Resolution 5 (b):  
 
Anglican Communion Environment Network: Moratorium on new Fossil fuel developments 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned that it is “code red for 
humanity”; “It’s now or never, if we want to limit global warming to 1.5°C” – the best chance we 
have of limiting catastrophic climate change.   Drastic action is needed in the next three years 
to bring down greenhouse gas emissions to achieve net zero targets. 
 
We are already experiencing the devastating effects of climate change, and carbon emissions 
continue to rise. The integrity of creation is under threat of collapse. 
 
Neither the Paris Agreement nor COP26 or COP27 referred to fossil fuels.  
 
Noting that: Vanuatu, Tuvalu, the European Parliament and the World Health Organisation 
have called on nation-states to develop a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.  The list of faith 
signatories includes:  CofE Environmental Working Group. The faith letter can be found here: 
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter 
 
  

https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter


Resolution 4 (c):  
 
The Agreed Statement of the International Commission for Anglican-Orthodox Theological 
Dialogue 
Dying Well, Living Well: Our Sure and Certain Hope (The Penteli Statement)  
 
What is this about? 
 
Dying Well, Living Well: Our Sure and Certain Hope is an Agreed Statement now being 
presented to the responsible authorities of the Orthodox Churches and of the Anglican 
Communion (which include the Anglican Consultative Council) by the International 
Commission for Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue (ICAOTD), emerging out of its work 
from 2016 to 2022. 
 
What questions does this address?  
 
The Agreed Statement considers Anglican and Orthodox traditions around death and dying 
and the mysteries within them. It explores understandings of what might be considered a ‘good 
death’. It does so within current diverse, and significantly changing, contexts, shaped by 
continuing medical developments, and by shifting public debate and legislative frameworks 
around end-of-life issues. 
 
It offers resources for addressing the complex and controversial questions around ways in 
which the ending of life can be influenced or controlled through human intervention. The 
Agreed Statement acknowledges the profound challenges that suffering and dying raise — for 
those for whom they are an acute reality, for those who support them, for medical and ethical 
practitioners and for us all in our mortality. In response, it aims to promote fuller debate 
around what may loosely be termed ‘assisted dying’, ‘assisted suicide’ or similar, and ensuring 
the best possible life for every human person at every stage of life.  
 
Importantly, Anglicans and Orthodox together underline shared opposition to ‘assisted dying’.    
 
Why is it important? 
 
In its 2015 Agreed Statement, In the Image and Likeness of God: A Hope-Filled Anthropology 
(The Buffalo Statement), ICAOTD identified pressing contemporary ethical questions to be 
addressed through the lens of its reflections. End of life matters are the second of these to be 
tackled, after environmental concerns, addressed in the 2020 text Stewards of Creation: A 
Hope-Filled Ecology. 
 
Processes of dying vary greatly round the world, dependent upon factors including availability 
and cost of health services and differing cultural assumptions and practices. In a growing 
number of places there are active calls for ‘assisted dying’, and legislation for a range of 
provisions allowing this. Christians should resist such developments, and join with the many 
other voices in raising our wide concerns and calling for better end of life care provisions. 
Careful exploration of the issues involved, and promotion of appropriate care, can offer 
reassurance in the face of legitimate concerns and fears around end of life, indicating far better 
options than merely advocating death.    
 
In addressing these questions, the Agreed Statement offers a profound meditation on the 
place of suffering and death at the heart of our faith: faith in the crucified Christ who bears all 
human suffering with us and for us, who shares even our experience of death. We live in the 



sure and certain hope that, through death and resurrection, he has abolished death and 
brought life and immortality through the gospel. In this way, death may be for us the final 
healing.  
 
How does this further the Five Marks of Mission? 
 
Reflection on God’s gift of life and on Jesus Christ’s saving death and resurrection is at the 
heart of the proclamation of the gospel, and central to the teaching and nurturing of believers. 
The Agreed Statement calls for better resourcing of tangible loving care of those facing illness, 
frailty and dying, as well as those who support them personally and professionally; and it draws 
on our spiritual, theological and liturgical heritage, in addition to material provisions. It warns 
of the range of injustices implicit within much of the debate around ‘assisted dying’, even as it 
upholds the sanctity of human life within God’s wider creation. 
  



Resolution 4 (e):  
 
Agreed Statement of the International Commission for the Anglican-Orthodox Theological 
Dialogue, 
Stewards of Creation: A Hope-Filled Ecology  
 
What is this about? 
 
Stewards of Creation: A Hope-Filled Ecology is an agreed statement now being presented to 
the responsible authorities of the Orthodox Churches and of the Anglican Communion (which 
include the Anglican Consultative Council) by the International Commission for the Anglican–
Orthodox Theological Dialogue (ICAOTD) emerging out of its work from 2016 to 2022. 
 
What questions does this address?  
 
The Agreed Statement considers Anglican and Orthodox traditions relating to the sacredness 
of the creation and the obligation of humanity to care for it as stewards. It recognizes the 
delicate balance between how advancements in the areas of technology, science, and medicine 
have vastly improved the quality and extent of human life, while noting how the same have, in 
some instances, been to the detriment of the creation. It also acknowledges and cautions of the 
imminent dangers posed by the climate crisis. 
 
Why is it important? 
 
It offers resources for addressing the blurred understanding that inordinately presents itself 
between the command to ‘subdue’ the earth and the seemingly innate inclination to ‘exploit’. 
The Agreed Statement aims to call humanity to a fuller understanding of the nature of its 
existence as well as its responsibility for the rest of the creation. 
 
In addressing these matters, the Agreed Statement employs a wealth of resources grounded in 
Holy Scripture, the patristic period, and the traditions of both the Orthodox and Anglican 
Churches. Significant developments cited include:  
 

i) The initiative of the ‘Green Patriarch’ Bartholomew whose call for awareness about our 
treatment of the environment led to the establishment of the observance of a ‘Season 
of Creation’; 

 
ii) The addition of the ‘Fifth Mark of Mission’ by the Anglican Communion as a means of 

encouraging greater focus on the role of human beings in the care for the creation. 
  



Resolution 4 (d):  
 

The Agreed Statement of the International Reformed-Anglican Dialogue 
Koinonia: God’s Gift and Calling (Hiroshima Report) 
 
What is this about? 
 
Koinonia: God’s Gift and Calling is an Agreed Statement now being presented to the 
responsible authorities of the World Communion of Reformed Churches and of the Anglican 
Communion (which includes the Anglican Consultative Council) by the International 
Reformed-Anglican Dialogue (IRAD), emerging out of its work from 2015 to 2019.   
 
What questions does this address? 
 
The Agreed Statement considers the theme of koinonia, which is translated variously as 
communion, fellowship, sharing, partnership, and participation. The Statement explores the 
biblical and theological foundations of this theme, its effects on ecclesiology, and its role in 
mission. It acknowledges divisions in many churches, and the cost of rejecting koinonia, vividly 
represented by the city of Hiroshima. The 2010 creation of the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches, a cause for celebration, also provides an important backdrop to this text.   
 
The Statement frames koinonia as a divine gift to be celebrated and embraced. The Church 
celebrates it by treasuring it as her highest value, given for the good of the Church and the 
world. It embraces it by living into it as a calling and a vocation. Although koinonia cannot be 
destroyed, it can be wounded and rejected, and so there is urgency to seize hold of this divine 
gift for the sake of the Church’s unity and mission.   
 
The text also raises questions of trinitarian theology, particularly the way intra-human 
koinonia is grounded in the unity and difference of the persons within the Godhead.    
 
Why is it important? 
 
This text builds on God’s Reign and Our Unity, the report of the Anglican-Reformed 
international commission from 1981 to 1984. That report aimed to investigate historical and 
traditional issues that have divided Anglican and Reformed churches since the Reformation, 
with the goal of reframing these divisions for the purpose of greater understanding and unity. 
Despite helpful insights provided by the earlier report, IRAD felt that its focus on 
organizational and structural issues meant that more fundamental biblical and theological 
issues were not given sufficient attention.   
 
Koinonia has been a foundational theme in ecumenical dialogue, going back to the founding of 
the World Council of Churches in 1948 and persisting in its ecumenical work since the 1960s. 
Since the 1930 Lambeth Conference, the global Anglican Communion has understood itself as 
a communion of churches within the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. A frequent 
focus of Anglican ecclesiology has been the ways in which the Anglican Communion models, in 
unique and specific ways, the koinonia of Christ’s Church.   
 
This Statement on the nature and practice of koinonia deserves wide consideration in the 
Church at large. It speaks to issues that threaten the cohesion of many churches, not only the 
Anglican and Reformed communions. 
  



Resolution 4 (f):  
 
The Agreed Statement of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International Commission 
The Inheritance of Ecumenical Councils  
 
What is this about? 
 
In the first centuries of Christian history, Ecumenical Councils were convened to determine 
the essential doctrines that Christians should hold to, especially about God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit. In this way, the Church articulated and developed the boundaries of orthodox faith as 
found in Scripture and the Church’s worship and refuted less-satisfying alternatives.  
 
What questions does this address?  
 
Christian churches differ with one another concerning the authority and number of the 
Ecumenical Councils, though most churches accept the earliest councils, which articulated the 
trinitarian faith of the Church. This statement of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International 
Commission asks whether total agreement about conciliar authority should be requisite for 
two churches seeking full communion with one another. 
 
Why is it important? 
 
One of the great splits within Christianity happened with the Council of Chalcedon in 451AD. 
At issue was how to describe Jesus Christ as divine and human. The Churches we now know as 
‘non-Chalcedonian’ or ‘Miaphysite’ or ‘Oriental Orthodox’ became separated from the majority 
Church, to the great weakening of the whole. 
 
This Agreed Statement builds on the two previous ones from this Dialogue and sets out 
grounds for Anglicans and Oriental Orthodox to see that the historic divisions over the Council 
of Chalcedon need no longer be an obstacle to the search for communion between the two 
traditions. We recognise in one another a foundation of shared faith upon which to develop 
greater unity and mission. 
 
How does this further the Five Marks of Mission? 
 
Christian unity demands that the wounds in the Body of Christ be healed, for the sake of a 
common proclamation of the gospel. Moreover, many of the Oriental Orthodox Churches have 
suffered greatly in our own time, and need the full support of other Christians, not least the 
Anglican Communion. 


