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Statement of solidarity and accompaniment of the Bishops of the Anglican 

Church of the Central American Region (IARCA) to the people of Nicaragua. 

 

 “Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned,  

O rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear” (Psalm 2:10-11) 
 

The bishops of the Anglican Church of the Central Region of America (IARCA), 

express our deep dismay and concern over the recent event where priests of the 

Roman Catholic Church have been exiled, stripping them of their nationality and 

Bishop José Rolando Álvarez at 26 years in jail for refusing to leave the country. As 

well as the reasons that have been used to justify these actions that are detrimental 

to peace, harmony and respect for basic political and human rights. 

 

We understand that Bishop José Rolando Álvarez has wanted to be faithful to the 

ministry entrusted to him: to shepherd, care for and walk with the People of God in 

his Diocese, thus being a witness to the Gospel of Jesus before the world. Being the 

previous generator of discontent of some people and root for the actions that have 

been carried out against them, remembering what is written in Luke 21:12 “But 

before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up 

to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

for my name’s sake.” 

 

Due to the above, we stand in solidarity with the Nicaraguan Catholic Church, with 

the 222 people who have been expelled from the country, with the people who are 

imprisoned for political reasons, their families, and also with the Nicaraguan people. 

 

At IARCA, members of the Great Anglican Communion, we have the mission of 

trying to transform the unjust structures of society, denouncing violence of all kinds, 

seeking peace and reconciliation. 

 

Therefore, as Pastors faithful to the mandate of Our Lord Jesus Christ to announce 

the Gospel of peace, justice and love: we urge the State of Nicaragua to always opt 

for dialogue, the search for processes for the reconciliation of that beloved people 

and to pay for the construction of peace. At the same time, we remind you that 

respect for human dignity and fundamental rights in state affairs is the key to 

consolidating paths of democracy and well-being. 
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As IARCA we commit ourselves to pray for the beloved Nicaraguan people to 

achieve peace and justice. We also pray for our beloved Nicaraguan Episcopal 

Church and express our consideration. 

 

O Almighty God, kindle, we beseech thee, in every heart the true love of peace, 

and guide with thy wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, 

that in tranquillity thy dominion may increase till the earth is filled with the 

knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 

with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Collection for peace, BCP page. 207) 

 

Almighty God, who hast created us in thine own image: Grant us grace 
fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, 
that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the 
maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory 
of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
(Prayer for Social Justice, BCP page. 209) 
 
May the blessing of God Almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit descend upon you and 
be with you today and always.  
 

San Salvador, February 16th, 2023 
 

The Rt. Rev. David Alvarado  

Diocesan Bishop of El Salvador  

Primate of IARCA  

 

The Rt. Rev. Silvestre Romero  

Diocesan Bishop of Guatemala  

 

The Rt. Rev. Julio Murray  

Diocesan Bishop of Panamá  

 

The Rt. Rev. Orlando Gómez  

Diocesan Bishop of Costa Rica.  

 

   


